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The King’s Palace
A Miniature Sanctuary
When the stricken Babylonian exiles began
despairing, HaShem gave the following
message of reassurance through the Navi
Yechezkel: “Though I have sent them far
away among the nations, and have scattered
them throughout the lands, I’ve become for
them a mikdash me’at, in the foreign lands to
which they now find themselves.”
Chazal explain that this refers to the shuls
and batei midrashim outside Eretz Yisroel.
When Moshiach comes, all of these shuls
and batei midrash will be transplanted there.
) מגילה כט ע”א, טז,(יחזקאל יא
Chazal teach that when a Yid is in shul,
HaShem is closer to him. That is why one
should always make an effort to daven
in shul, where tefillos are more readily
accepted. Abbaye said, “In the past I would
daven in shul and learn at home, but I have
since ascertained that one should learn in
shul as well.”
HaShem
fills
the
entire
world.
Nevertheless, out of his love for us, he has
designed special places where he is more
readily revealed, such as he was in the Beis
HaMikdash!!
) ר”ח שער היראה פט”ו,(ירושלמי ברכות פ”ה ה”א

Showing Respect
A shul must be treated with great respect,
as it is the resting place of the Shechinah.
When Rebbi Elazar ben Shamua was
asked why he merited long life, he attributed
it to his respect for shuls: he had never used
a shul as a short cut. Rebbi Zeira was blessed
with a long life for never having slept, even
briefly, in the beis midrash.
When Rebbi Yochanan was informed
that there were elderly people in Bavel, he
was surprised, for the Torah only promises
long life to those who live in Eretz Yisroel.
However, when he heard that these people
spent long hours in shul, he said that “indeed
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it was in this merit.”
Similarly, Rav Assi said, “When a shul is
used for mundane activities, this shortens
the lives of the city’s inhabitants.”
) ברכות ח ע”א,(מגילה כז ע”ב
In shul, as in lehavdil a royal palace, one
should act humbly, not shouting out to call
someone, speaking on the phone, or reading
divrei chulin.
)(ר”ח שער היראה פט”ו

A Beautiful Palace
Chazal say that the shul ought to be the
most impressive structure in town, and that
a town in which the homes are taller than the
shul will be destroyed (Rachmana litzlan).

) שו”ע או”ח סי’ קנ ס”ב,(שבת יא ע”א
In preparation to build his shul, Reb
Shalom of Belz stayed awake for a thousand
nights, learning Torah and reaching great
ruchniusdike heights. His Rebbetzin stood
nearby attending to his needs, and if he fell
asleep for more than half an hour she would
wake him up. On the thousandth night
he was overcome by a deep sleep, but the
Rebbetzin did not let him succumb, for on
that night he finally attained the level for
which he had waited so long.
When the shul was finally being built,
the tzaddik himself would take part in
the construction, laying bricks with deep
kavanos. When the Rebbe’s older brother, Reb
Leibish Rokeiach, visited Belz, & expressed
his disapproval, Reb Shalom shared with
him its significance and concluded, “If I had
the ability, I would build the entire edifice
myself! But since I don’t have the energy to
do so, I’m doing whatever I am able to do.”
)387 ,267 ’(סיפורי חסידים זוין תורה ע
One should show respect to a shul by
maintaining its cleanliness, on a level
comparable in (lehavdil) the palaces of

mighty kings. Indeed, there have been great
tzaddikim who would sweep the floor in
front of the Aron Kodesh with their beards.
Some say that by virtue of doing so, the
grandfather of Rashi was blessed with his
illustrious grandson.
 ר”ח שער היראה פט”ו,(ס’ חסידים קכח ובמקו”ח שם
)סמ”ב
In the course of his travels, Reb Meir of
Premishlan once went to daven in a shul
that was in a state of dire neglect. As soon
as he opened the door, he exclaimed, in the
words of Yaakov Avinu: Ma nora hamakom
hazeh! Ein zeh ki im beis Elokim! – “How
awesome is this place! This is no other than
the house of HaShem!”
The chassidim who accompanied him
assumed that with these words the holy
Reb Meir was expressing some profound
ruchniusdike insight. Seeing that they had
not understood him, he explained, “This
place is indeed awesome (also translated
at time as “dreadful”) it is dangerous to
walk around in here! It must be the house
of HaShem, for I see that there is no one
responsible for caring about its upkeep –
unlike the other homes in this town, which
seem to be in proper condition...”

?

)113 ’(סיפורי חסידים זוין תורה ע

Consider
This

Why would Rashi’s grandfather
and the Rebbe clean the shul
themselves? Was there no one else
who could do it?
Does HaShem need a nice home?
Why then should we invest so much
to beautify it?

Chasam Sofer - כ”ה תשרי
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Reb Moshe Sofer (Schreiber) is
known to all as the Chasam Sofer (an
acronym for the title of his sefer, the
“Chiddushei Toras Moshe”). He was a
Rosh Yeshiva and one of the greatest
rabbonim and poskim during the 18th
century. The Chasam Sofer contributed
much on many fronts of halacha, derush,
and pilpul. He lived in Pressburg (current
day Bratislava, capital of Slovakia), and
held a great Rabbinic position in his day.
He was a talmid of Reb Nasan Adler and
Reb Pinchas Baal Hahaflaah, and he
passed away on Chof Hei Tishrei, ת”ר.
As a young boy of six, little Moshe

This week’s Torah portion, Beraishis,
is the first portion of the entire Torah.
It recounts the entire story of Creation
and tells, among other things, about the
creation of the first people.
We read that Adam was commanded
by Hashem not to eat from the Tree of
Knowledge. But Adam was not able to
overcome his temptation and he ate the
fruit.
According to the Midrash, the
command not to eat the fruit was given
after three-quarters of Friday had passed
and was to be in effect only until Shabbos
began. Adam and Chava were not to eat
the fruit for only three hours!
When we consider that Adam was
created by Hashem, Himself, and heard
the command from Hashem, it seems
amazing that he couldn’t control himself
for a mere three hours.
We learn from this episode the strength
and guile of the yetzer hara -- that aspect
of our psyche which encourages us to
go against G-d’s will. The yetzer hara
may camouflage its aim by trying to
convince us that a commandment is too
difficult or unimportant. Nevertheless,
its real intention is to persuade us to go

learned that there is a machlokes
regarding the bracha made on sugar cane
(see Shulchan Aruch OC Siman 202:15 and
Taz §13). Although this was the ’candy‘
that they had for children at the time, and
he liked it very much, he nevertheless
abstained from eating a sugar cane from
that day and on, for the rest of his life.
His father, Reb Shmuel Sofer put a
tremendous amount into his chinuch.
After a whole day of learning, when little
Moshe was already in bed, his father
would come in and ask him a question in
learning. Young Moshe would not go to
sleep until he found a solution…

against G-d’s will. Therefore, the more
important a certain command is for a
particular person, the harder the yetzer
hara will try to dissuade the individual
from performing the command. Even if
the commandment is a very easy one, the
yetzer hara will make it seem extremely
difficult.
Thus, we can understand how Adam
was tempted to eat the forbidden fruit.
The yetzer hara employed its most
compelling arguments to convince Adam
to sin.
The yetzer hara’s arguments are highly
evident today. Many contend that if the
“burden” of the Torah, the details and
laws, would be lightened, all Jews would
adhere to them. But this is not true. For,
even if there was but one commandment-and that for only three hours--the yetzer
hara would make it seem impossibly
difficult and repressive.
We cannot overcome the yetzer hara
by compromising the Torah. We must,
rather, realize that we have all been
imbued with the strength to overcome
the yetzer hara’s arguments and guile. If
we draw on our G-d-given inner strength,
ultimately we will be victorious.

Donning Tefillin before a
Sefer Torah
Rabbi Chaim Chazan
May one put on tefillin while the Sefer
Torah is out of the aron kodesh?

Shulchan Aruch1 states: If one takes off his
tefillin before the Sefer Torah is returned to the
aron kodesh, he should do so not in the presence
of the Sefer Torah, but should turn aside [and
face away from the Sefer Torah or alternatively
he can remove his tefillin under his tallis2]. The
reverence with which a Sefer Torah is treated
should be no less than the reverence shown
by a talmid to his rebbe – and3 a talmid should
not take off his tefillin his rebbe’s presence,
because he is demeaning his rebbe’s honor be
uncovering his head in his presence. This only
applies to the tefillin shel Rosh.
From the wording, “Before the Sefer Torah
is returned to the aron kodesh,” it would seem
that this applies even while the Sefer Torah is
covered in its mantel4.
Based on the reasoning given, namely that it
is dishonorable to bare one’s head before a Sefer
Torah, it would appear that the same would
apply to putting on tefillin. However, poskim5
note that baring one’s head is not demeaning
when done for the holy purpose of putting on
tefillin.
Another reason to be lenient: Some poskim6
say that perhaps the halacha was only said
when the custom was to completely cover
ones heads with a turban, and thus removing
tefillin would necessitate uncovering the head.
However, in later generations, we can easily
remove tefillin without uncovering our head
and it would then be permissible to put on or
take off tefillin before a Sefer Torah7.
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