
To Recognize the Source
The talmidim of Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai 

asked him, “When the Jews were in the midbar, 
why didn’t HaShem make enough manna come 
down once a year to last for a full year?” 

Rebbi Shimon answered this with a moshol: 
A king had an only son whom he provided with 
all his needs once a year. However, he became 
dissatisfied with this arrangement, for the prince 
would visit only once a year to receive his funds. 
The king therefore decided to give him his 
allowance day by day, so that he would have to 
visit him every day. So too, a Jew living in the 
midbar who had a number of children would 
worry and say, “Perhaps the mon will stop coming 
tomorrow and we will all die of hunger!” He then 
had no choice but to trust fully that HaShem 
would provide him with all his needs.

The Maharash of Lubavitch would say that 
parnasa in our times is similar to the mon, 
sustenance from heaven, which was not measured 
by the effort invested. For that reason one need 
not be concerned about his livelihood and trust 
completely in HaShem.

Though the tzaddik, Reb Menachem Mendel 
of Kotzk, rarely agreed to accept money, he 
usually did accept support from one wealthy and 
scholarly chossid. However, one day this chossid 
was distressed to find that the tzaddik refused 
even his accustomed gift. 

Asking the Rebbe for his reason, he was told: 
“Every livelihood has a cause activated by 
HaShem, Who sometimes removes the cause to 
test whether the person places his trust in the 
cause – or in HaShem, Who brings about the 
cause. If the man had placed his trust in the cause, 
thinking that his livelihood depended on it, then 
when the cause is removed, his parnasa is cut off. 
If, however, he had placed his trust in HaShem, 
then another cause is provided and his livelihood 
continues.

“In my case,” Reb Menachem Mendel explained, 
“your support has been the cause of my income. If 
HaShem should want to test me and remove my 
cause, you will become poor and thus be unable 
to support me. I would therefore prefer to remove 
the cause.” 

The chossid insisted that he nevertheless 

would like to continue, even if he became poor 
as a result. After repeatedly declining his request 
many times, the tzaddik finally agreed to accept 
his gifts as he had done before. That same year, 
the chossid lost his wealth and was forced to seek 
other employment in order to support his family.

Relying on HaShem
Returning home from cheder, on his way 

to his father’s room, the Mitteler Rebbe of 
Lubavitch saw Reb Shmuel Munkes among 
other chassidim and ran towards them. Listening 
to their conversation, he heard Reb Shmuel 
ask two wealthy chassidim why they looked so 
downcast, to which they responded that they were 
experiencing hardships in their parnasa.

The young boy was surprised at the question, 
and claimed that this kind of worry is clearly 
described in Tehillim. He quoted the possuk, 
atzabeihem kesef v’zahav ma’asei yedei adam, 
whose simple meaning is that the idols which 
goyim worship are made of silver and gold, 
fashioned by hand. However, he went on to 
interpret it to mean that people are sad (atzeiv) 
because they think their silver and gold depend 
on the work of their own hands. 

The young Mitteler Rebbe continued, 
“Businessmen can be so foolish as to think that the 
quicker they hurry to bring merchandise from the 
fairs and do more business, the more money they 
will accumulate. As a result of this blindness (and 
he continued to quote that passage), peh lahem velo 
yedabeiru – though they have mouths and repeat 
words of Chassidus, those words don’t really speak 
to them; einayim lahem v’lo yir’u – they have eyes, 
but do not recognize Hashgacha Pratis; oznayim 
lahem v’lo ya’azinu – they have ears, but only hear 
chitzoniyus, mere superficialities; and therefore af 
lahem v’lo yerichun – they have no sense of smell: 
they become insensitive to ruchniyus.” 

The Mitteler Rebbe concluded, “And eventually 
they themselves become avoda zara.…”

Unwavering Faith
Reb Shaul Ber Kobakov was a chossid and a 

successful lumber merchant from Minsk. Once, 
when on a business trip, as he waited on the 
railway platform, he heard an announcement that 
his train would be delayed, so he went to wash 

his hands and daven Maariv. Another Jewish 
merchant present, knowing that this chossid was 
not one to rush through his davening, went over 
and warned him that his train would probably 
arrive before he finished Shemoneh Esreh. 

“That’s of no interest to me,” replied the chossid. 
“Now is the time for Maariv, so I’ll daven now.” 

While he stood in a quiet corner and davened 
for a full hour, the train came and left. When he 
finished, he waited for the next train and repeated 
to the other merchant that nothing mattered to 
him, even his business, when it was time to daven. 

Just then the next train clattered to a halt, but 
before the chossid climbed on, whom did he see, 
stepping down from the train? It was the owner of 
the forests to whom he was about to travel! That 
man came over and greeted him, explaining that 
he had waited for him at his station as they had 
planned, but when the Jew had not shown up, he 
had decided to travel to see him. From this, Reb 
Shaul Ber understood that he must be desperate 
to sell his forests, and was thus able to strike a 
good bargain. 

On another occasion, this same Reb Shaul Ber 
went to toivel in the river before davening, with a 
few thousand rubles in his pocket. In the midst of 
his davening, he suddenly realized that his pocket 
was not as heavy as it had been before, yet he did 
not rush to finish. He continued davening at his 
accustomed leisurely pace, then put on Rabbeinu 
Tam’s tefillin, and when he was ready, he went 
back to the river where he had toiveled. There, at 
the place he had put his clothing down, he found 
his money – covered. 
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Consider 
This

Why does HaShem create difficulties 
in one's parnassa?

Was Reb Shaul Ber obligated to 
neglect the train or his wallet? Was he 
allowed to? Why?

?
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Milk in a Non-Jewish 
Establishment   
Rabbi Chaim Chazan 

Some gas stations and business establishments 
without a hechsher that are frequented by frum 
Jews have cholov yisroel milk available to be used 
for coffee. May one use milk from an open cholov 
yisroel container in such a store?   

(The conditions required to purchase black coffee 
in a store without a hechsher is a discussion for itself).

When kosher food or drink is in the hands of 
goy, depending on the type of foodstuff, there are 
different halachic requirements to ensure that the 
goy does not exchange or tamper with the food. 
Meat and wine for example, require a double seal. 
Milk requires one seal for it to be considered cholov 
yisroel.

Considering the case at hand: If the bottle was 
not opened in the presence of the Yid purchasing 
the coffee, the milk has then been in the hands of 
goyim without a seal, and therefore would not be 
considered cholov yisroel.

The fact that the milk is in a cholov yisroel 
container does not prove that the goy didn’t add 
cholov akum milk. If, for instance, the goy would 
notice that the cholov yisroel milk was nearly 
finished, what would stop him from taking the 
bottle of cholov akum milk standing nearby and 
pouring some into the cholov yisroel container? 

In a situation where the goy would not derive any 
benefit from exchanging or adding to the kosher 
item, it is kosher without a seal. However, in our 
case, this is not so:

Firstly, kosher milk costs more than regular milk, 
so the goy would have a vested interest in refilling 
the kosher container with cholov akum milk. 
Secondly, every time the kosher milk finishes he 
would need to purchase another bottle, which is a 
bother. The goy would find it much easier to add 
non-cholov yisroel milk to the kosher container, 
instead of buying more cholov yisroel milk. Thirdly, 
the goy has a reason for preferring not to buy more 
cholov yisroel milk when the bottle finishes: since 
only a minority of the customers require cholov 
yisroel milk, if there are leftovers that won’t stay 
fresh, he will need to discard it, and by adding the 
cholov akum milk, this can be avoided.  

Furthermore, in this case there is no guarantee 
that the milk in the kosher container was ever 
cholov yisroel (unlike definite cholov yisroel that was 
left with a goy without a seal, which at one time was 
known to be cholov yisroel).

In summary: If the bottle is opened in the 
presence of the Yid, then he may use it; but if it was 
open before, it cannot be considered cholov yisroel.    

 שו"ע יו"ד סי' קי"ח סעי' א' וסעי' י', שו"ת משיב בהלכה יו"ד ח"א
סי' פט, קובץ אור ישראל גליון כ' עמ' קפו

The Gemara (Shabbos 31a) relates that a gentile 
approached the great sage Hillel, requesting he 
be converted to Judaism, on condition that Hillel 
teaches him the entire Torah while standing on 
one leg. Hillel responded with the famous quote 
“ma de’alach sani, lechavrach lo saavid”, what is 
despicable to you, do not do unto your peers. That 
is the entire Torah, the rest is just commentary to 
this.

One of the fundamental teachings of the 
holy  Baal Shem Tov is based on these concepts 
of Ahavas Yisrael, really devoting themselves to a 
fellow jew.

This will shed light and help us comprehend 
some difficult questions on this week’s parsha. 
Yaakov Avinu, before he left this world, gave each 
of his sons an individual personal blessing. To 
Reuven he said, as a result of your hasty action, 
when you removed my bed from Bilhah’s dwelling, 
you lost malchus, kehuna, and the bechorah.

On the other hand, Yehuda merited to be the 
recipient of malchus, because he saved Yosef’s life, 
and also saved Tamar and her two offspring by 
admitting his deed. 

Offhand, this presents powerful questions. 
Reuven who worked to save Yosef and bring him 
back home to his father, and deeply regretted 
his hasty action and constantly repented, drew 
a reprimand from his father and was severely 
punished, while Yehuda who actually sold Yosef 
into slavery and did not  want to liberate him, is 
rewarded just for preventing Yosef’s death.

Moreover, although he saved Tamar from being 
executed, it was his duty to admit what he did and 
save them, for if not then three souls would have 

perished because of him! Why should he be lauded 
for such obligatory action?

If we focus on the individual actions of 
Reuven and Yehuda, we will notice an interesting 
discrepancy between the two. Although they 
seemingly both had similar roles in saving Yosef, 
their personal goals were different. While Reuven 
fully repented and he regretted his folly, his 
main concern was his personal standing, his own 
spiritual level and his own personal growth. These 
are truly admirable traits, but a person must also 
bring others into the equation. 

Because Reuven was excessively concerned 
with his own self-improvement, he left the scene 
right after was placed into the pit (to continue 
his teshuva program), although with the noble 
intention to return later and rescue him. Because 
he was preoccupied with his own spiritual 
development, he missed the actual mechirah, and 
missed the opportunity to prevent it, just as he 
earlier prevented the killing of Yosef.

Yehuda also repented, but the well-being of 
others had greater significance to him. He was 
willing to suffer humiliation in order to save the 
lives of others. His self effacement proved that he 
is worthy to rule others and is the right candidate 
for malchus, and he should lead Klal Yisrael.

In addition, one of the lives he saved was 
Peretz, who was the great grandfather of King 
David, whom Moshiach will descend from. 

This teaches us a very important and valuable 
lesson. Caring for others takes precedence over  
pursuing and achieving higher levels of spiritual 
growth.
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Reb Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov was born in the 
year 1783 (תקמ"ג) and was named after his uncle 
Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. He is commonly 
known by his sefer “Bnei Yisasschar” titled thus 
because his Rebbe, the Chozeh of Lublin, told 
him that he descends from shevet Yissachar. 
He wrote numerous other seforim in nigleh and 
chassidus and was one of the great Rebbes of his 
time. He passed away on the 18th of Teves, 1841 
(תר"א)

Seeing that only the rich were able to afford 
a proper chinuch for their children, while the 
children of the poor remained unlettered, the 
Bnei Yisasschar instituted a system called 

“Tamchin De’oiraisa” (support for Torah) to pay 
for melamdim to teach all the town’s children. It 
was so important to him, that after introducing 
this system in a town, he would accept a rabbinic 
position in another town in order to introduce 
the system there.

While the Bnei Yisasschar valued the wisdom 
of the goyim in wordly matters, he once said, 
“The meteorologists can predict the upcoming 
weather with their wisdom. But what can they 
do if they predict a drought and a Yid pours out 
his heart in Tehillim, davening that HaShem 
should give rain…”

(זכרונם לברכה ע’ תשכ)

The Bnei Yisasschar
ח"י טבת


