
The Job of a Yid
Chazal teach: Great is he who supports himself 

by his own efforts; as the pasuk says, "He is 
praiseworthy both in this world and the next." 
Chazal further state that a person should not say, 
“Since I am of dignified ancestry, it is unbefitting 
for me to humble myself by working” – for long 
before his time, HaShem Himself worked, when He 
created the world. 

(ברכות ח ע"א, זהר חדש ח"א ט ע"א)

Many of the great tanaim and amoraim worked 
as menial laborers to earn a living. Hillel was a 
woodcutter; R' Oshiya, R' Chanina and R' Yochanan 
were shoemakers; R' Yehuda was a baker; and 
others worked as blacksmiths, net-weavers, tailors, 
diggers and porters.

(אוצר האגדה ערך אומנים ובעלי מלאכה בין חכמי התלמוד)

A chassid who earned his parnasa by managing a 
tavern traveled to visit the tzaddik, Reb Arye Leib, 
better known as the Shpoler Zeide, to pour out his 
heart. He was afraid that his constant contact with 
the coarse customers who frequented his tavern 
might dull his spiritual sensitivity.

The Shpoler Zeide smiled and said, "It seems that 
you want to fulfill your purpose as a Yid by being 
presented with a sack full of gold, being seated 
in a clean and splendid palace, dressed in silken 
garments with a shtreimel on your head, and being 
surrounded by shelves filled with holy sefarim…, 
and then you will be able to serve HaShem by 
davening and studying Torah with a clear, pure 
mind. But if HaShem wants individuals to serve 
Him without any distractions, for that He has 
countless myriads of malochim! The real delight 
that He finds in this world comes from those who 
are surrounded by obstacles and hardships and feel 
that they are confined in a gutter – and despite this 
they think about HaShem and anxiously yearn for 
the moment when they will be able to say just a few 
words to Him. No malach can experience such a 
longing!"

The Shpoler Zeide concluded, "Don't complain 
about your livelihood. On the contrary, thank 
HaShem for having given you the privilege of 
serving Him in this manner!"

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ 

Every Shabbos, during seuda shlishis, the 
chassidim of Reb Yitzchak Aizik of Zhidachov 

would sit in awed silence as the tzaddik sang 
moving niggunim and expounded lofty divrei 
Torah. So deeply were they engulfed by a profound 
yearning for teshuva and ruchniyus, that the 
morning following one such Shabbos, none of 
the visiting businessman wanted to leave. It did 
not even occur to them that they should now be 
returning to their mundane affairs.

Not knowing this, the tzaddik asked his sons 
why no one had yet left. They went to investigate, 
and were told, "Only yesterday our Rebbe made all 
worldly things so unworthy in our eyes, that we are 
ashamed to face him with our problems about our 
farm animals and our businesses."

Hearing this, the tzaddik smiled and related 
that there had been a similar occurrence with 
the tzaddik, Reb Menachem Mendel of Rimanov, 
who had then told his chassidim, "Shabbos is one 
thing; weekdays are something different. Let the 
businessmen return to their homes and engage 
honestly in their commerce." 

Reb Yitzchad Aizik went on to quote the words 
of Tehillim: "The heavens belong to HaShem, but 
the earth He has given to man," that is, to labor. 
Hearing his message, each chassid folded up his 
tallis, packed his bags, and returned home to his 
daily affairs.

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ 

A dwelling place for HaShem in this world 
(dirah b'tachtonim) is built primarily by those in the 
workforce who use the physical world for the sake 
of HaShem. For this reason, until Moshiach comes, 
the number of Yidden in the workforce ('Zevulun') 
greatly exceeds the number of those dedicated to 
studying Torah fulltime ('Yissachar').

Furthermore, by serving HaShem despite the 
challenges of the physical world, a Yid reveals a 
deeper, essential connection of his neshama to 
HaShem. However, this is only revealed when he 
later dedicates time to davening and learning.

(לקו"ש ח"ל)

Reb Elye Abeler, a chassid of the Maharash of 
Lubavitch, was a businessman, and not particularly 
learned. 

One day the Rebbe told him: "Elye, I envy you! 
You travel to fairs, meet many people, and in the 
course of your business dealings, you share a Torah 

thought and inspire the folk around you to study 
Torah. This arouses joy Above, and HaShem rewards 
such 'business deals' with the brachos of children, 
health and sustenance. The larger the fair, the more 
work there is, and the greater the parnasa earned." 

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ 

One of the chassidim of the Rashab of Lubavitch 
was a man of scholarly stature who invested his 
excellent mind in the teachings of Chassidus. One 
day he began to manufacture galoshes and in due 
course he became deeply involved in his business. 

Seeing him, the Rebbe commented, "I have seen 
feet in galoshes, but a head in galoshes…?!"

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ 

At a farbrengen, a chassid once asked the Rayatz 
of Lubavitch: "How is a businessman, who is busy 
all day, able to daven at length like those who sit and 
learn and have the time to do so?" 

The Rebbe explained that a chassidisher 
businessman should conduct himself like an eidem 
af kest – a young man who is supported by his 
father-in-law. With his income secure, the young 
man has no worries, and when his father-in-law 
drops a hint that his help is needed, he lends a 
hand, but only after he finishes eating comfortably. 
Similarly, the chassidisher businessman davens 
and learns at ease, and then he goes off to work…

The Rayatz also noted that in earlier times, 
people would refer to parnasa as chiyuna, which 
means sustenance, whereas in America they say 
that a person is "making a living" (implying that his 
earnings are the essence of his life).

בס״ד

Sparks of Light
ניצּוצי אוֹר

Consider 
This

Why did HaShem make us earn 
a livelihood through physical work: 
To elicit a greater love for Him or to 
elevate the world?

How can serving HaShem by 
working be greater than learning 
Torah?

?
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Reb Nachum of Chernobyl
ג' חשון

Reb Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl 
was a talmid of the Baal Shem Tov and the 
Maggid of Mezrich. He served as a maggid 
(define) in several towns until he came to 
Chernobyl. He was a poor man all his life and 
whatever funds he received from the Chasidim, 
he would distribute to tzedakah. He authored 
the seforim “Meor Einayim” and "Yesamach 
Leiv”. He passed away on the 11th of Cheshvan 
.(תק״ע) 1797

 A Yid from Lithuania once came to Reb 
Nachum, complaining that he had no money 
to marry off his older daughter, who was of 
marriageable age. Reb Nachum took out 50 
gold coins and a silk garment and gave it to the 
man. 

The man took the money and the garment 
and headed to the local bar, where he spent 
the money on spirits, drinking until he became 
totally drunk. When some chassidim saw this, 
they took the silk garment and the leftover 
money and rushed to Reb Nachum, to report 
that the man was actually a crook and a 
drunk. Hearing this, Reb Nachum cried out in 
a bitter voice, “I heard a voice in the supernal 
worlds that Nachum of Chernobyl holds by the 
attribute of Hashem who 'does good to the good 
and the evil.' Go back and return the money 
and the garment!” The chassidim exited and 
hurried to do the tzaddik's bidding. 

Once, Reb Nachum came to a town and 
found out that there was no mikva there. The 
wealthy people, who could afford to travel, 

would go to the nearby city, and the poor had to 
use the local river which posed a severe hazard 
in the winter. Hearing this Reb Nachum was 
shocked, and he quickly went to the rich man 
of the town, demanding that he sponsor the 
building of a town mikva. The rich man, who 
was quite miserly, refused to comply and all 
Reb Nachum's pleas were to no avail.

When he saw that he was going to leave 
empty handed, Reb Nachum said, "Would you 
perhaps be a customer for my Olam Haba?” 
At first the man did not understand, but Reb 
Nachum calmly repeated, “I mean it literally. 
Would you be willing to buy from me my Olam 
Haba? It will be written and signed as a proper 
sale, and the proceeds will go for the mikva”. 
The gevir did not take long and said, “I agree 
Rebbe!” 

They brought the scribe of the town and 
the sale was transacted. The incident spread 
throughout the town and people began 
questioning the Rebbe, "How could you 
have done such a thing? With what does this 
man deserve your Olam Haba?” The Rebbe 
answered them in an aggravated tone, "We 
say every day in Krias Shma that one should 
serve Hashem 'ub'chol meodecha', which 
Chazal translate as, 'with all your wealth.'  But 
how is it possible for a poor man like myself to 
fulfill this? The only riches I have, is my Olam 
Haba, for which I have toiled long and hard. So 
why should I not use my 'wealth' to fulfill the 
command that I say every day?!"

 

Cheating on a Test 
What are the prohibitions involved when 

cheating on a test? Is there any difference 
between a test on limudei kodesh material 
and lehavdil a test on secular studies?

To preface: The Torah requires a Yid to be 
moral and honest in all matters. Often, even if 
one cannot point to a specific se'if in Shulchan 
Aruch that forbids something, it is nevertheless 
obvious that the Torah forbids behaving in such 
a manner. So too here, it is self understood that 
cheating on a test is an act of deception which 
flies in the face of Torah's value of honesty.

However, the truth is that even from a dry 
legal perspective, cheating on a test involves 
several Halachic issues. Some instances of 
cheating have direct financial consequences 
and thus would be considered gneiva. For 
example, if one was hired based on test scores 
that were achieved by cheating, the salary 
received based on false pretexts constitutes 
theft. 

Even when there are no monetary 
implications, the very act of deceit that causes 
another person, including a goy, to have a 
mistaken assumption or impression, is referred 
to in Halacha as gneivas daas. Chazal list seven 
types of thieves, the worst of which is someone 
who steals "the opinion” of others, i.e. leads 
them to false conclusions.  Therefore, leading 
a teacher to believe the answers on the test are 
his own, when in reality they were copied from 
someone else, violates the prohibition against 
gneivas daas. It should be noted that many 
rishonim hold that gneivas daas is an issur 
deoraisa.

In summary: there is no difference between 
limudei kodesh or lehavdil secular studies with 
regard to the prohibition of gneivas daas.

חולין דף צד ע"א, ריטב"א שם, 
ספר יראים רכ"ד, שערי תשובה 

לרבינו יונה ג, קפ"ד, תוספתא 
בבא קמא ז,ג, שו"ע חו"מ סי' רכח 

סעי' ו, שו"ת אגרות משה חו"מ 
ח"ב סי' ל, שו"ת משנה הלכות 

ח"ז סי' ער"ה. 

This week’s parsha begins with some of 
the ten difficult nisyonos that הקב״ה tested  
Avraham Avinu. Akeidos Yitzchak was 
considered to be the greatest challenge of all. 
Therefore we, ישראל  benefit from the ,כלל 
rewards of this tremendous זכות till today.

One can wonder why was withstanding 
and passing this test looked upon as such a 
great sacrifice? Wouldn’t even a very simple 
individual obey a direct command given 
by Hashem, specially through a personal 
encounter?! Even more so, Hashem  has 
specifically requested of Avraham to pass this 
particular test.

The Answer is that Avraham Avinu was 
the very first person in the world to practice 
mesirus nefesh. And as a result, all generations 
later inherited the כוחות to act with mesirus 
nefesh as well. By reveling & bringing down this 
ability into this world, Avraham Avinu made it 
possible for every yid to conduct oneself in the 
same manner.

On the same token, whenever the great 
tzaddik Reb Mendele would come up with 
chidushei torah, he would instantly verbalize it 
so that another yid learning the same subject 
will be able to come up with the identical 
thought or chiddush.

Library news:

We are pleased to inform the public that we are now at the threshold of completing to prepare the English lending library which will feature an 
expansive collection of the latest and classic Jewish literature.

Our new exciting shiurim program will also be operating soon! Shiurim will be taking place weekly at our state of the of the art library for men.
Lectures will be taking place for women as well on a variety interesting & important important topics.

Library Hours:  Sunday & Thursday: 2:00 pm - 9:30 pm.  Monday - Wednesday: 2:00 pm - 10:30 pm.

Sparks of Greatness
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