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Revering the Torah (I)
Showing Respect

The Rambam writes that it is a mitzvas aseh
to honor those who know Torah and teach it, for
this shows an admiration for HaShem's Torah. In
this spirit, it is paskened in the Shulchan Aruch
that one is obligated to rise out of reverence for a
talmid chacham, and even more so, for one's one
rav.
( שו"ע יו"ד סי' רמ"ד,)רמב"ם הל' ת"ת פ"ו ה"א

Rava taught: "A person who loves talmidei
chachamim will have children who will be
talmidei chachamim. One who honors talmidei
chachamim will have sons-in-law who will be
talmidei chachamim. One who is in awe of talmidei
chachamim will become a talmid chacham
himself, and if he does not have the capacity to
become a scholar, his words will be accepted like
those of a talmid chacham."
Rava further said: "How foolish are those
people that stand up for a sefer Torah but not for a
talmid chacham" – because of the degree to which
the Torah empowers them to interpret its words.
( מכות כ"ב ע"ב,)שבת כ"ג ע"ב

When Rebbi Zeira needed to rest from his
learning, he would relax near the entrance of the
beis midrash so that he could rise and thereby
express his reverence for the chachamim passing by.
()עירובין כח ע"ב

The two great geonim, Reb Akiva Eiger and
Reb Yaakov of Lisa (author of the Nesivos), were
once strolling together, when they passed two
youngsters sitting on a bench. The young men
noticed the two geonim but ignored them and did
not stand up.
Reb Akiva Eiger shared his surprise with his
colleague: "This is surely the era before the coming
of Moshiach, when 'chutzpah will thrive...' "
Reb Yaakov responded, "Not yet! When we will
be sitting on the bench and the two youngsters
will pass by demanding that we stand up for them,
then that 'chutzpah will thrive.' "
(418 ')טללי תשובה ע

To be termed a talmid chacham, one must
have yiras Shamayim and observe the mitzvos
conscientiously. At another level, the Baal

HaTanya adds that a true talmid chacham is a
person who nullifies his own will before the Will of
HaShem, and who, like a talmid, a humble student,
is ready and willing to receive his directives from
the level of Chochma in the world Above.
( ג, תו"א מג"א קיט,)שו"ע יו"ד סי' רמ"ג ס"ג

A Deeper Appreciation

The Tzemach Tzedek of Lubavitch once said,
"The level of chassidius has gone down."
He went on to explain that in the days of the
Mitteler Rebbe of Lubavitch, first the melamdim
and rabbanim were admitted for yechidus, and
only then would the baalei-batim take their
turn. Now, he said, the baalei-batim enter first.
(After all, they have important matters to discuss;
besides, they are the ones who support the
rabbanim…) Only afterwards are the rabbanim
and melamdim admitted.
When the elder mashpia in Lubavitch, Reb
Groinem, related this story, the bachurim asked
him why the Tzemach Tzedek did not reverse
the order to the way it had been in the past. Reb
Groinem, in true chassidic tradition, explained
with a story:
"There was once a villager, a simple yishuvnik,
who would occasionally visit the rav of the nearby
town and ask him all his shaylos. One day he arrived
at the home of the rav and found him at a meeting
discussing a serious matter with his colleagues.
When the meeting ended, the villager presented his
shaylos, and then asked the rav if he could know
what was the matter of such great concern.
"The rav explained that since it hadn’t rained
for a while, they were deliberating whether they
should declare a day of fasting and davening
for the much-needed rain, to save them from
possible famine. The villager, astonished, offered
his counsel.
"'I have a far simpler solution,' he said.
'Whenever my cat runs into the house and
crouches near the oven, rain begins to fall shortly
after. All we must do is grab the cat, place it near
the oven, and the rain will surely follow!' "
The mashpia concluded: "In the days of the
Mitteler Rebbe, the baalei-batim admired and
respected the melamdim and rabbanim and gave
them precedence. But now that the situation
has declined and they no longer respect them,
rearranging them in the correct order is no more
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helpful than putting the cat near the oven to bring
the rain…."
()רשימות דברים ח"א ע' קלז

Avoiding Disrespect

Rebbi Yehuda said that Yerushalayim was
destroyed only because the Yidden were
disrespectful to talmidei chachamim. Rav said that
there is no remedy for the punishment awaiting a
person one who insults a talmid chacham. And
Rebbi Elazar said that a person who does not
show his respect for a talmid chacham by rising
in his presence will forget his Torah learning and
will not live long.
( קידושין ל"ג ע"ב,)שבת קי''ט ע''ב

The Mishna says that an apikores does not
merit a share in Olam HaBa. The Gemara explains
that the term apikores includes the following
people: one who insults a talmid chacham; one
who insults another in the presence of a talmid
chacham; one who says, "What benefit do the
talmidei chachamim bring? All their learning is
only for themselves!" – for he does not recognize
that the ongoing existence of the world depends
on the study of Torah; or one who says, "What
benefit are the rabbanim to us? Whatever they
pasken is clearly written in the Torah" – for he
does not recognize the breadth of knowledge
involved in paskening a shayle.
Why is even a person who is not particularly
disrespectful also considered an apikores? As
Rabbeinu Yona explains, that person's lack
of respect shows that he is also lacking an
appreciation for HaShem's Torah.

?

( שערי תשובה ח"ג פ' קנה,)סנהדרין צ' ע''א וצ''ט ע''ב ואילך

Consider
This

What is the difference between
showing
respect
and
genuine
appreciation? Which of them is
necessary?

Sparks of Greatness

Halacha Sparks

Reb Meir Shapira
Reb Yehuda Meir Shapira was one of the
greatest rabbanim and roshei yeshiva to have
lived before the war. He was an incredible
visionary and activist who made an imprint
which lasts to this day. Reb Yehuda Meir was
a Tchortkover chassid, and he founded the
yeshiva “Chachmei Lublin” and initiated the
“Daf Hayomi” learning system. He passed away
at the age of 46 on the 7th of Cheshvan 1933
()תרצ״ד.
When asked about the difference between
his chassidishe yeshiva and the litvishe
yeshivos that existed then, Reb Meir replied,
“The difference is in the bachurim.” He then
related, “There were once two bachurim, a
misnaged and a chosid, learning together, when
they came upon the Gemoro in Sukkah (28a)
which tells how birds flying over Yonoson ben
Uziel, while he was immersed in Torah, would
be burned from the force of his study. The two
bachurim sank into deep thought. They then
shared their thoughts: the chosid marveled
at the immense kedusha a of Yonasan ben
Uziel, while the misnaged tried to work out
whether or not Yonoson was obligated to pay

compensation to the owner of the bird…”
Reb Meir would say: “What is the difference
between a shochet and a melamed? Even in
the smallest community, before a shochet
is accepted, he is checked thoroughly and
painstakingly. Has he received authorization
from a rav? Is he skilled? Is he pious? And
after confirming all this, he is placed in charge
of animals and fowl. A melamed, on the other
hand is responsible for the neshamos of
Yiddishe children, yet he is not checked by
a rav at all! Anyone who wishes to assume
the title ‘melamed’ can enter the business
himself…”

Reb Meir Shapira would travel worldwide
to fundraise money for the Yeshivah. While
trying to recruit the interest of a potential
sponsor, he told him that his Yeshivah
would produce the rabbanim for the coming
generation. The listener challenged, "Do you
think that all your 300 students will become
rabbanim?!" "No," Reb Meir Shapira answered,
"three will become rabbanim. But the other 297
must attend Yeshivah in order to appreciate
the value and stature of the rav!"
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The Torah was written very precisely.
Many important laws were written in the
Torah using a minimum amount of choice
word and details. Sometimes they are slightly
hinted.
In this weeks parsha the Torah discusses
Yitzchak’s and Rivka's engagement at very
great length . Why is it necessary to elaborate
on the entire process in such detail?
Chazal answer: yafa sichasan shel
avdei avos mitorasan shel banim. Since the
discussion was related to marriage it’s obvious
that the Torah wants to teach us a general
important lesson on the concept of building a
jewish home. The Midrash & Targum Yonoson
explain that the gifts which Eliezer gave to
Rivkah had a special connotation. The nezem
zahav represented the machtzis hashekel that
teaches us the importance of the mitzvah

of tzedakah which is equivalent to all the
mitzvos of the torah. The shnei tzemidim
represented the Luchos and Aseres Hadibros
which is the Torah. At Mattan Yorah the
Jews said na'asseh before nishma and thereby
accepted everything Hashem commanded
with kabalas ol. Therefore, when a couple gets
married they should build their home on the
foundation of torah and mitzvos. Thus it will
be an everlasting edifice. That is the meaning
of ve'atem hadveikim bHashem Elokeichem
chaim kulchem hayom.
This teaches us that torah and mitzvos
with kabalas ol are the fundamental principle
of a Jewish home. The very reason and purpose
of creating a Jewish home is that it should be
based upon the couples' strong commitment
to the Torah and to accept the yoke of mitzvos.
This is evident when one abides to the torah
under every circumstance and situation.

Cosmetic Surgery
Rabbi Chaim Chazan

May a person undergo surgery
when not medically necessary (to
alter their appearance and the like)?
The following Halachic concerns
pertain to this shaila: (a) The Torah
(see Devarim 25:3) forbids wounding
another person or oneself (chavala).
(b) Another concern is that one may
not willfully put oneself in a dangerous
position (sakana).
However, if wounding oneself
is done not in a degrading manner
(derech bizoyon), rather in a beneficial
way, it is permitted. In addition it
is permitted to wound in order to
alleviate pain including psychological
pain. Therefore some poskim permit
such surgery in circumstances of need.
The issue of danger depends on
the degree of danger involved in the
specific surgery.
Others poskim forbid it explaining
that the Torah’s permission to heal
(verapo yerape) applies only to curing
an illness but not to altering one’s
appearance.
To summarize: It is the consensus
of the poskim that it is forbidden
to undergo surgery simply for
convenience, when there is no great
need. Even in a situation of great
need there is a dispute among poskim
whether it is permitted. One who is
contemplating such surgery must
consult his or her rav for a ruling on its
permissibility.

ציץ אליעזר חי״א סי׳ מא
מנחת יצחק ח״ו סי׳ קה

,ראה שו״ת אג״מ חו״מ ח״ב סי׳ סו
חלקת יעקב ח״ג סי׳ יא

We are pleased to inform the public that we are now at the threshold of completing to prepare the English lending library which will feature
an expansive collection of the latest and classic Jewish literature.
Our new exciting shiurim program will also be operating soon! Shiurim will be taking place weekly at our state of the of the art library for
men.Lectures will be taking place for women as well on a variety interesting & important important topics.
Library Hours: Sunday & Thursday: 2:00 pm - 9:30 pm. Monday - Wednesday: 2:00 pm - 10:30 pm.

