
Extending Oneself
We sometimes think that momentarily fighting 

out an issue will settle it and bring peace. Chazal 
warn against this by assuring us that no good or 
peace will ever be gained by quarreling.

)שמות רבה ל, יז(

Chazal say that in order to bring peace between 
people who are quarreling, one must act humbly.

)כלה רבתי פ”ג(

The gaon, Reb Chaim Rapaport, the rov of the 
city of Lvov, was a great adversary of the Baal Shem 
Tov. Once, when he was learning alone in the beis 
midrash, a man walked in, and when Reb Chaim 
asked who he was, he replied, “I am mere dust and 
ashes (afar va’eifer).” 

The guest then asked, “And who are you?”

Reb Chaim responded, “I, too, am mere dust and 
ashes.”

“If so,” said the unnamed guest, “why should 
there be machlokes between us…?” 

Reb Chaim then understood that this man was 
the Baal Shem Tov. From that day on he became 
attached to him, and later fulfilled many significant 
missions on his behalf. 

)רשימות דברים ח”ג ע’ רעח(

Spreading Peace
Dovid HaMelech says in Tehillim, “Seek peace 

and pursue it.” Rebbi Shimon ben Elazar said: “If one 
sits in his place and remains at peace with everyone, 
he has not pursued peace. Rather he should go to 
great lengths to seek it, even at a distance.”

)ויק”ר ט, ט, אדר”נ יב(

Chazal instruct us, “Be one of the students of 
Aharon HaKohen, loving peace and pursuing 
peace...”

Whenever Aharon heard of two friends who were 
quarreling, he would approach one of them and tell 
him, “My son! Do you know what your friend is 
doing? He is beating his chest in anguish and tearing 
out his hair and saying, ‘How can I look my friend 
in the face? I am so embarrassed to have sinned 
against him!” Hearing this, the listener would of 

course forgive his friend in his heart.

Aharon would then visit the other man and 
repeat the process. And when the two met, they 
would embrace and kiss each other.

So it was that when Aharon passed away, 
eighty thousand Aharons, born as a result of his 
peacemaking, took part in his funeral, and all of 
Bnei Yisroel mourned Aharon for thirty days. 

)אבות א,יב, אדר”נ יב, כלה רבתי פ”ג(

Reb Refoel of Bershad, a talmid of Reb Pinchas 
of Korets, often busied himself with restoring peace 
amongst friends and couples. One Tisha BeAv he 
headed out to a house where a number of people 
were quarreling. 

“Why don’t you go after Tisha BeAv?” his talmidim 
asked. 

Reb Refoel explained,“The Beis HaMikdosh was 
destroyed because of causeless hatred – so on a 
day like this, should we postpone an opportunity to 
restore peace?!”

)סיפורי חסידים זוין מועדים ע’ 458(

Peace at Home
Chazal say that whoever instills peace in his own 

family is considered to have instilled peace amongst 
the entire Yiddishe nation, for every person has 
influence on his home.

)אבות דר”נ פכ”ח(

There once lived two people who every erev 
Shabbos were incited by Satan to quarrel. So what 
did Reb Meir do? Chazal relate that he visited their 
home three weeks in a row to make sure that all was 
peaceful. On the third Friday he heard Satan moan: 
“Oy, this Reb Meir has chased me out of this home!”

)גיטין נב ע”א(

One Friday night, Rebbi Meir’s shiur for women 
ended far later than usual. When one of his listeners 
finally returned home, she found her husband so 
irritated that he would not let her in the door until 
she would go and spit in the speaker’s face! 

What should she do? Her friends encouraged her 
to visit Rebbi Meir for advice and they accompanied 
her. As they approached his home, he sensed the 
dilemma with ruach hakodesh. Acting as if his eye 

was hurting, he greeted the women, “Can one of you 
please spit in my eye to heal it?” The woman grasped 
the opportunity and returned home happily.

After they left, his talmidim asked, “Rebbi! Isn’t 
this a disgrace to the Torah?” 

Rebbi Meir replied, “My honor cannot be greater 
than the honor of HaShem, Who allowed his Name 
to be erased – in order to make peace between 
husband and wife.”

)ירושלמי סוטה פ”א ה”ד(

Chazal say, “If the mizbeiach is to be treated with 
reverence for its peacemaking between the Yidden 
and HaShem, how much more certainly will an 
individual who brings peace between husband and 
wife, or between families or communities, be spared 
punishment and be granted long years!”

)ספרא קדושים כ, תנחומא יתרו יז(

When the Baal HaTanya lived in the town of 
Mohilev, after discontinuing his planned voyage 
to Eretz Yisroel, he had to sacrifice time from his 
learning in order to bring peace to a struggling 
couple. His chavrusa complained: “True, Chazal say 
that bringing peace between husband and wife is 
so great a mitzva that one is rewarded for it in This 
World and the Next – but don’t they conclude that 
the study of Torah is equal to all the great mitzvos 
that they list?”

In reply, the Baal HaTanya pointed out that in 
that list, the mishna places “bringing peace” next to 
“talmud Torah” – in order to teach us that each of 
those two mitzvos is equal to all the others.

)שמו”ס ח”א ע’ 124(
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Seeking Peace

?Consider 
This

Why is peace so different from other 
types of kindness that one should pursue 
it?

Why is it necessary to act humbly to 
bring about peace?



Moshe, Aaron and the Elders stood weeping 
with despair, not knowing what to do. Zimri, a 
prince of the tribe of Shimon, had openly brought 
Kozbi, a Midianite woman, into his tent. Since 
the Giving of the Torah, the Jewish people had 
been forbidden to marry or have relations with 
Midianites. Witnessing this scene, together with 
the Jewish leaders stood Pinchas, one of Aaron’s 
grandsons.

Pinchas saw that the leaders were silent, yet 
he did not hesitate. Courageously he reminded 
Moshe of the law which the latter seemed to have 
forgotten--that under these circumstances, one 
who is “jealous” of G-d’s honor may execute the 
offender. Moshe replied, “You are the one who has 
remembered and reminded us of the law. You be 
the one to carry out the verdict.” Pinchas entered 
Zimri’s tent and slew him together with Kozbi. 
Pinchas had stemmed the tide of immorality and 
idol-worship, which had become rampant in the 
Jewish camp. As a result, Pinchas earned a great 
spiritual reward for averting G-d’s anger against 
His people.

Pinchas was not only junior to the leaders in 

age but also in Torah learning. Yet, when Torah-
law demanded action, Pinchas did not indulge in 
rationalization; he did not say “there must be a good 
reason why Moshe, Aaron and the Elders--who 
surely know Torah better than I--are silent.” No! 
Respectfully, yet boldly, Pinchas spoke up. Then, he 
took decisive action with great self-sacrifice--and 
saved Israel. G-d had caused Moshe to forget the 
law, providing Pinchas with the opportunity to act, 
and earn G-d’s reward of the priesthood.

To know is to do: If one becomes aware of a 
teaching that he can implement, of a mitzva he can 
do, let him do so. If one witnesses an action that 
needs to be corrected, let him speak up, let him 
act. If he sees that the accepted leaders are silent 
and inactive, let him realize that this may have 
happened in order that he should earn a special 
Divine reward. For in the Alm-ghty’s plan for the 
universe, each individual has certain mitzvos and 
opportunities for Jewish action that are destined 
to be presented to him--and to no one else--for 
fulfillment. If, therefore, one notices that no one is 
taking action in a situation that he has come across, 
this may be because it is his mitzva, for him alone 
to fulfill.
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Rabbeinu Shlomo Yitzchaki, commonly 
known as Rashi, wrote the first complete 
commentary on the entire Tanach and Shas.  
Living in Troyes in France, Rashi learned in the 
yeshivos of Mainz and Worms under the tutelage of 
Reb Yaakov ben Yakar and the R”i Halevi.  He had 
three daughters who were exceedingly great and 
are the matriarchs of the “Baalei Hatosfos.” Rashi 
passed away on the 29th of Tamuz, (1105) ד’תתס”ה.

Rashi began to write his commentary on the 
Tanach and Gemara at an early age. He was very 
humble, and so he wrote his commentaries on slips 
of parchment and set out on a two year journey, 
visiting the various yeshivos of those days. 

Rashi would come to a yeshivah and listen to 
the shiur, until they reached a passage in Gemara 
which the Rosh Yeshivah had difficulty explaining. 
When Rashi was left alone, he took the slip with his 
commentary, in which that passage was explained 
simply and clearly, and put it into the Gemara of 
the Rosh Yeshivah. On the following morning, when 
the Rosh Yeshivah opened his Gemara he found a 
mysterious slip of parchment in which the passage 
of the Talmud was so clearly and simply explained 
that he was amazed. Rashi listened to their praises 
of his commentary and was very happy to know 
how useful it was, but he did not say that it was his. 
Once Rashi was discovered planting a slip of his 

commentary in the usual manner, and the secret 
was out.

Looking through the many teshuvos of Rashi, 
the great ahavas Yisroel of Rashi presents itself 
very readily.  In his time, many Yidden faced the 
ultimatum of converting to Christianity or death, 
many choosing the latter.  Of those who saved 
themselves by outwardly accepting the Christian 
faith, many remained faithful to Hashem in their 
hearts and behind closed doors.  When these 
Yidden, known as anusim, eventually returned to 
openly practicing Yiddishkeit, they faced hostility 
from within the Yiddishe community, seen as 
traitors to their nation. 

For these unfortunate people, Rashi interceded, 
penning many letters in their defense.  Though 
they had done wrong in not sacrificing their life, 
nevertheless they are not to be ostracized for this. 
In one particular halachic responsa, he wrote, 
“Heaven forbid to ban their wine or to humiliate 
them.  They sinned only because of the fear of the 
sword and returned as soon as they were able.”

He lived during the days of the crusades and 
witnessed tremendous Yiddishe suffering.  Rashi 
composed a piyut mourning these horrifying times, 
which we read on Yom Kippur at Musaf (beginning 
with the words “Umishecharav beis Hamikdash”).

Rashi - כ”ט תמוז
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Item in Car       
Rabbi Chaim Chazan 

May one request of a goy to retrieve 
an object needed on Shabbos that 
was inadvertently left in a car before 
Shabbos?

The prohibition of amirah l’akum 
on Shabbos is comprised of three 
components: (a) It is forbidden for a 
Yid to instruct a goy to do an act that is 
prohibited for a Yid to do. (b) When the 
goy did a melachah for the Yid, even on 
his own volition, it is forbidden for the Yid 
to benefit from the act. (c) The obligation 
to protest when there is concern that 
others might suspect that the goy is doing 
the melachah on the behest of the Yid.1

In general, one may do something on 
Shabbos that may result in a melachah, 
as long as one had no intention to 
achieve that result and the result is not 
guaranteed to occur (davar she’eino 
miskaven). For example: One may drag 
a lightweight bench on soil even though 
doing so may result in making a groove in 
the ground (which is prohibited as a form 
of plowing), because the one dragging 
the bench has no intention of making 
the groove and it is not certain that the 
groove will result. But if the bench is 
heavy, and dragging it is bound to make 
a groove, it is prohibited (pesik reisha).       

However, it is permissible to request 
a goy to perform a psik reisha.2 For 
example: One who forgot to disable the 
refrigerator light before Shabbos may 
request of a goy to open the refrigerator. 
Although opening it will certainly result 
in the light turning on, since that is not 
the goy’s intention when opening the 
fridge it is permissible.3

Therefore, although a Yid may not 
open a car door on Shabbos, he may 
request a goy to get it for him as the 
melachah that occurs is unintentional.4 

(The fact that the car itself is muktzah is 
not a problem in this situation.5)
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