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'Heavenly Guidance

Following the Cues

A person who trusts in HaShem, sees his efforts
asmerely a keili’ for the brachos and as an obligation
towards HaShem. Therefore, he will do whatever
possible according to his specific situation, and
when he encounters a situation where he cannot
do anything, he takes this a sign that nothing is
expected of him.

In addition, when he is faced with a decision,
he will decide based on the information available,
without concern over the outcome. Since everything
is in HaShem’s hands, he is only acting because of
His command, and the path which seems most
plausible, is the one which he is being guided from
above to choose.
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Reb Meir Yehoshua of Klimentov related that the
first time he was offered a position as a rov, he made
the journey to Rodoshidz, to ask his Rebbe, Reb
Yissachar Dov, if he should accept it. The tzaddik
advised him to accept the position, and proceeded
to tell the following story:

“When I was a young man, I would spend months
at a time visiting our Rebbeim in Lublin and
Pshischa and with the Maggid of Koznitz. Once, on
my return trip home, while stopping in a town on
the way, a chossid whom I recognized from my stay
with the Chozeh, noticed me and was very happy to
see me. He asked about the state of my parnasa, and
when I answered unenthusiastically, he offered that
Iwork as a melamed for his children. Recognizing the
tremendous hashgacha pratis involved, I concluded
that this must have been decided in Shamayim, so I
accepted the job without even asking how much he
would pay. After all, I thought, if it has been decided
that I become a melamed, then surely it has also
been decreed how much I would earn.

“T traveled to the chossid’s home and began
teaching. I never asked for payment and just
accepted whatever money I was given, when it was
given, and sent it off to my family. At the end of the
term I took my leave from the chossid and, according
to his request, undertook to return after the Yom-Tov
— for if T was being offered this opportunity again,
this surely was also determined from Shamayim.
When I returned, I fared the same way, accepting
whatever money I was given, without involving
myself in the question of payments. Once the

chossid asked me why I did not make calculations
and ask for my dues, for perhaps I deserved more.
I explained to him that he thought I was a tutor for
him, and that he was in charge of my pay, but that
was not so. It was all from Shamayim.

“After the second term I took the final payment,
and returned to my hometown, Preshdborz. There
I spent my days in the beis midrash, studying
discreetly without anyone’s knowledge, and so I
became known as Berel Batlan, a simple fellow who
wasn't occupied with anything in particular. Once, a
Jew came to town collecting money so that he could
marry off his daughter, and recognizing me from
my days in Koznitz, he asked me to help him in this
mitzva. I explained that since I was regarded in town
as a simpleton, I would not be able to collect more
than two gold coins out of the total of the 400 that he
needed, and therefore advised him to find someone
more respected. He tried to convince me, saying that
it was my mitzva, since I knew him, but I insisted
that I was unfit. As we parted, he muttered, T guess
you were not on HaShem'’s tzetl (G-d’s note).

“After he left, I tried to understand what I had
done wrong. What had caused him to say such
negative words? Greatly disturbed, I hurried off
to find him and ask for an explanation. When I
caught up to him and asked how I had wronged
him, he smiled and told me that he had not had any
ill intentions. He explained that when the Maggid
of Koznitz had instructed him to travel through
cities and collect funds for a dowry, he had told the
Maggid that he found this very difficult, having no
experience in fundraising. The tzaddik had told
him that he should go to the first town to which he
found a ride, and added that a tzetl had already been
written Above, listing those who would help him
collect and how much he would earn from each city.
He had concluded that had my name appeared on
the tzetl, I would not have refused his request.

“Hearing this, I reconsidered and decided to help
him collect; after all, the amount had already been
decided and it would not depend on me. It was
market day, so I headed for the marketplace, stopped
a merchant whom I had never met, and asked him
for a donation. He immediately opened his wallet
and handed me a note worth 100 coins! I realized
that I had been put on the tzetl and asked HaShem
to help me succeed. With a light heart, I continued
on my mission and within a few hours managed to
collect all the money the chossid needed. I handed
it to him, and then realized that the intention of the
Maggid had been — me.”
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Rabbi Shimon Hellinger, Editor

Reb Yissachar Dov concluded: “Do not think that
your acceptance as rov depends on the baalei batim
or on the opinion of the community. You should
lead them in a way that will bring honor to HaShem.
Fear no one, and they will not be able to cause you
any harm, for this position was given to you from
Shamayim.”
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Doing Our Part

The mashpia, Reb Mendel Futerfas, related: At
one point, the Tomchei Temimim Yeshiva in Russia
was in such dire straits that even Reb Chatche Feigin,
normally organized, had to avoid people who had
lent funds to the Yeshiva. The situation was so severe
that he once jumped out the window of the shul in
order to avoid meeting the shammes, who had lent
the Yeshiva some money. During this time, when
we would ask him, “What's going to be?” he would
reply, “Why should you worry? It is clear that in the
end everything will be as HaShem has ordained. It is
not our issue; we must do what is required of us, and
HaShem will do as He desires...”

(262'y 51aVN0 M)

One day during the First World War, a chossid
asked the Rashab of Lubavitch if he should sell
the forest he owned, for the German army was
approaching, and the forest would likely be lost. The
Rashab advised him not to sell, and explained: “The
Mezritcher Maggid said that if one has a functional
keili for HaShem’s bracha, he should not break it.
Only if from Shamayim they cause it to break, then
there is no other choice but to look elsewhere...”
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Consider
This

If there are no cues in site, what does
that mean?

If one has multiple options from
which to chose, how does one know
which is the appropriate 'keili'?
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Sparks of Greatness

The Sfas Emes - Vaw 'a

Reb Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter was the
third Rebbe in the Ger dynasty, and under his
leadership, the Chassidus of Ger flourished,
becoming the stronghold of Chassidus in all of
Poland. He became the Rebbe at the age of 23,
after the passing of his grandfather the Chidushei
Harim. He is known by the title of his sefer “Sfas
Emes”, which contains perushim on the Torah and
Shas. He passed away at the young age of 58, on
the 5th of Shvat,1905 (0"07N) and is burried in Ger.

When the Sfas Emes was young, he and his
friend once spent the whole night learning, and
only at daybreak did they go to sleep. The following
day, the Sfas Emes arrived a bit late to his learning
session, and his grandfather reprimanded him. All
the while, he sat listening without saying a word.
When his friend asked him why he had not told his
grandfather that he had stayed up late to learn, the
Sfas Emes said, “Yes, but then I would have missed

Library Sparks

This week’s Torah portion, Bo, contains the
very first commandment that was given to the
Jews as a people - the mitzva of Rosh Chodesh, the
new moon. “This month shall be to you the first of
months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.”
The beginning of a new month is determined by
witnesses who testify to the appearance of the new
moon. The Jewish court then formally establishes
and sanctifies it as Rosh Chodesh.

The fact that this was the very first mitzva
the Jews were given demonstrates its primary
importance in Judaism. In general, the main effect
the Torah’s mitzvot have on the physical world
is to imbue it with G-dliness. When a mitzva is
performed with a physical object, the object itself
becomes holy, and the material plane of existence
is sanctified.

The mitzva of the new moon is unique in
that instead of physical objects, it relates to the
dimension of time. Through this mitzva, a “regular”
day is transformed into Rosh Chodesh, a day with
special sanctity. When the Jewish court decides to
establish a particular day as Rosh Chodesh, time
itself is elevated and made holy.

In this respect, the mitzva of sanctifying the
new moon has an advantage over all other mitzvot.
The ability of other mitzvot to bring sanctity into
the world is limited, and exists on many levels.

out on the admonishment of my grandfather...”

A tzaddik came to visit the Sfas Emes, and as
they parted, the tzaddik expressed his hope that
there should always be an ahava rabba (great love)
between them. The Sfas Emes responded with a
smile, “Besides for ahava rabba, we should also
wish for an ahavas olam (literally: a love of the
world); for often, there can be a great love between
two tzaddikim, yet among their chassidim there is
no peace...”

In the Shul of the Sfas Emes, two daily
minyanim for shachris took place successively.
When the second minyan would begin to daven,
the mispalelim from the first would stay to talk.
When word of this reached the Sfas Emes, he
rescheduled the minyanim so that the first group
would finish socializing before the second minyan
would begin.

For example, an object directly used to perform
a mitzva becomes a “a utensil of holiness” Other
aspects of the physical world are elevated when
a Jew uses them for the “sake of heaven” Then
there are things that are only considered “tools,”
as preparation for the performance of an actual
mitzva.

However, the mitzva of Rosh Chodesh is more
far-reaching than all of these. When the Jewish
court establishes a certain day as Rosh Chodesh,
the effect is felt throughout the month, and indeed,
throughout the entire year, as the court also
determines the occurrence of a leap year.

Another advantage to affecting the dimension
of time is that time is generally thought of as
something over which we have no control. Time
cannot be made longer or shorter; it cannot be
hurried up or slowed down. Nonetheless, G-d gives
the Jew the ability to sanctify time and transform it
into “Jewish time,” time that is thoroughly imbued
with holiness.

“Conquering” time in this way hastens the
time when the entire world will be suffused
with holiness, in the times of Moshiach. When
Moshiach comes and gathers in the exiles of Israel,
the Sanhedrin will be reestablished in Jerusalem,
and the laws of Rosh Chodesh will again be in
effect.

Halacha Sparks

Pledges to
Tzedakah

Rabbi Chaim Chazan

In general, in order for a statement to
be considered a neder or shevuah, it is
necessary to use an added expression
of obligation. However, a vow made
towards tzedakah, is binding unless one
explicitly states otherwise by saying bli
neder or the like. Even a resolution of
the mind to donate to tzedakah must be
carried out.

In fact, Beis Din has the right to force a
person to fulfill his pledges to tzedakah,
and if needed, they may confiscate
possessions in the amount of the pledge.
This is despite the fact that the person
accepted this upon himself out of his
own good will.

When a vow concerns a mitzvah, one
can only nullify the vow via hatoras
nedarim if he is in a situation of great
duress and is unable to fulfill his vow.
Though a gift to someone in need is
considered tzedakah, and a pledge to
give a gift to one in need is considered
nidrei tzedakah, the conditions required
to nullify such a vow are less severe.

Often, such as in our case, an earlier
posek would have suggested a din
tentatively, while later poskim accept
that as the decisive ruling. The Maharik
surmises that unlike pledges of money,
committing to do work or exert effort on
behalf of one in need is not necessarily
considered a vow. Later poskim write
clearly that such a commitment is not
a vow. It would be wise to consult one’s
own posek for a final ruling on this
matter.

This discussion is regarding the
legal obligation incurred by verbal
commitments, which applies only to
nidrei tzedakah. However the Shulchan
Aruch strongly cautions a person to be
faithful to all verbal commitments, even
when they include no mitzvah.
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Come visit our library at 1709 Avenue J, Brooklyn NY. Call us at 718-677-9000. www.thebaalshemtovlibrary.com. tbstlibrary@gmail.com

Library hours: Sunday : 1:30 pm - 9:30 pm. Monday - Thursday: 2:00 pm - 10:30 pm. New Women’s Hours: Sunday 1:30 pm - 5:30 pm.

Our new exciting shiurim program will be operating soon! Shiurim will be taking place weekly at our state of the of the art library for men.
Lectures will be taking place for women as well on a variety interesting & important topics.




